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AURORA
LIBRARY Aurora Public Library Board
MEETING
Wednesday, November 16, 2022
7:00 p.m.

Via video conference

AGENDA

1. Adoption of Agenda
2. Declaration of Conflict of Interest

3. Resolution to Move into Closed Session
.1 A proposed or pending acquisition or disposition of real property

4. Minutes of:
.1 October 19, 2022 Meeting (enclosure)

5. Reports
.1 Revised Personnel Provisions for Non-Union
and Management Staff Report SR2022.28 (enclosure)

6. Items for Consideration
.1 Library Value Calculator Demonstration

7. Library CEO Updates

1 CEO Updates (verbal report)
8. General Business Information/Questions
.1 APL Updates (enclosure)
.2 ATS Stakeholder Update (November) (enclosure)

9. Member Announcements

10.Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 14, 2022

11.Adjournment

** Pplease advise Maida Rae of regrets for attendance, by noon on November 16" by

emailing mrae@aurorapl.ca.


mailto:mrae@aurorapl.ca

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/87017632252

Meeting ID: 870 1763 2252

Passcode: 302177

One tap mobile
+15873281099,,87017632252# Canada
+16473744685,,87017632252# Canada

Dial by your location
+1 587 328 1099 Canada
+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 780 666 0144 Canada
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
Meeting ID: 870 1763 2252
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdtWMzmDFb



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87017632252
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdtWMzmDFb

Agenda item 4

B

AURORA
LIBRARY Aurora Public Library Board

MINUTES of MEETING

Wednesday, October 19, 2022

The Aurora Public Library Board held its regular meeting on Wednesday, October 19, 2022
via video conference.

Present: Tom Connor (Chair), John Clement, Councillor Sandra Humfryes,

Adam Mobbs (Vice Chair), Marie Rankel, Ken Turriff

Regrets: Councillor John Gallo

Chief Executive Officer: Bruce Gorman

Staff: Mario Baleno, IT Manager; Mary Ann Gruppuso, Manager,

Collections and Access; Reccia Mandelcorn, Manager, Community
Collaboration; Jodi Marr, Manager, Customer Opportunity; Maida
Rae, HR Coordinator/EA (recorder); Julie Rocca, Business Manager

The Chair called the meeting to order at 07:03 p.m.

1.

3.

Adoption of the Agenda
MOTION: 22.07.51 THAT the agenda be approved
Moved by: A. Mobbs

Seconded by: K. Turriff
CARRIED

Disclosure of Interest

Approval of Minutes

.1 Regular meeting of September 21, 2022

MOTION: 22.07.52 THAT the Minutes of the
Moved by: J. Clement regular meeting dated September
Seconded by: M. Rankel 21, 2022 be approved

CARRIED



4. Reports

Agenda item 4

.1 Third Quarter Operations Report SR2022.22

A staff report was issued prior to the meeting.

.2 Third Quarter Use Indicators Report SR2022.23

A staff report was issued prior to the meeting.

Councillor Sandra Humfryes joined the meeting at 7:11 p.m.

.3 Financial Statement for period ending September 30,

2022 SR2022.24
A staff report was issued prior to the meeting.

MOTION: 22.07.53
Moved by: M. Rankel
Seconded by: A. Mobbs
CARRIED

5. Items for Consideration

.1 Library Service Hours Report SR2022.25

A staff report was issued prior to the meeting.

MOTION: 22.07.54
Moved by: J. Clement
Seconded by: A. Mobbs
CARRIED

.2 2023 Library Board Meeting Schedule
Report SR2022.26
A staff report was issued prior to the meeting.

MOTION: 22.07.55
Moved by: K. Turriff
Seconded by: M. Rankel
CARRIED

THAT the Aurora Public Library
Board receives the third quarter
reports numbered SR2022.22 -
SR2022.24 as information

THAT the Board approve the
following change to the Library
service hours as follows:

1. Closed December 24 and
December 31, 2022

THAT the 2023 Library Board
Meeting Schedule be approved

.3  Electronic Monitoring Policy Report SR2022.27

A staff report was issued prior to the meeting.

MOTION: 22.07.56
Moved by: J. Clement
Seconded by: M. Rankel
CARRIED

THAT the Library Board
approve the Aurora Public
Library Electronic Monitoring
Policy dated October 19, 2022



Agenda item 4
6. Library CEO Updates

.1 CEO Updates
A verbal report was provided at the meeting.

Staff Development Day is confirmed for Monday, November 7%, 2022. The Library will be
closed to the public to enable all staff to attend this professional development day. There
are sessions focused on teamwork and communications, with an overall focus on wellness.

Aurora Town Square

B. Gorman attended a media event with senior Town officials for the Town Square room
launch.

The Yonge Street entrance will be opening later this month. The pick up window and
Church Street Library entrance had to close due to grading of the sidewalk on Church
Street. It is anticipated this work will take approximately four weeks.

Library staff met with Town Staff on the room scheduling software and are finalizing
details on the MOU for room usage, with Magna and Lebovic rooms exclusively booked for
Library use until the end of 2022.

B. Gorman met with +VG Architects to review their modified plans based on feedback
from Library management. The next step will be pricing and a presentation to the Library
Board as a component of the Capital Plan.

Architects — modified plans, sent them additional notes, BG meeting Thurs afternoon to

Business Manager J. Rocca will participate in the working group with Town staff on the
financial ARP system.

R. Mandelcorn and L. Frechette recently presented at the OLA Stronger Libraries virtual
conference. APL partnered with the York Region Social Planning Council to produce a
four-episode podcast on housing in York Region.

There has been great feedback on the return to in-person programming at APL, including
Storytime in the living room, hands on tools in the Creative Studio, and working with two
classrooms on Lego League projects. Chinese dancing will be featured in the living room
on Saturday.

Board members commended Library staff on the recent virtual events, including the All
Candidates Meeting and An Evening with Jan Wong.

7. General Business Information/Questions

.1 APL Updates
Articles and photographs and a project update were issued prior to the meeting.

MOTION: 22.07.57 THAT the Library CEO Updates
Moved by: M. Rankel and APL Updates be approved
Seconded by: J. Clement

CARRIED



Agenda item 4

Resolution to Move Into Closed Session

.1 Labour relations or employee negotiations

MOTION: 22.07.58 THAT the Board move into Closed
Moved by: K. Turriff Session to discuss labour relations
Seconded by: A. Mobbs or employee negotiations
CARRIED

At 8:05 p.m. the Board moved into Closed Session.

MOTION: 22.07.59 THAT the Board return to Open
Moved by: A. Mobbs Session

Seconded by: M. Rankel

CARRIED

At 9:47 p.m., the Board returned to Open Session.

10.

MOTION: 22.07.60 THAT the Library Board confirms
Moved by: K. Turriff the CEO receives the

Seconded by: M. Rankel recommended step increase after
CARRIED completing the fourth year of

service at Aurora Public Library

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.

Adjournment

MOTION: 22.07.61 THAT the meeting be adjourned
Moved by: M. Rankel at 9:53 p.m.

Seconded by: A. Mobbs

CARRIED

T. Connor B. Gorman
Chair Chief Executive Officer
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AURORA

LIBRARY Aurora Public Library Board
REPORT
SR2022.28

SUBJECT: REVISED Personnel Provisions for Non-Union and Management Staff

Report
FROM: Bruce Gorman, C.E.O.
DATE: November 16, 2022
RECOMMENDATION

That the Library Board approve the revised Personnel Provisions for Non-
Union and Management Staff Policy dated November 16, 2022.

BACKGROUND

The non-union Library group includes administrative and management staff.
Personnel policies for this employee group were updated in September 2022.
Prior to that time, they had not been formally reviewed or compiled since
2004. With the introduction of the Human Resources Information Software
(HRIS) in 2021, a current reference for employee vacation and benefit
information is required.

The revision corrects sick leave benefits for this employee group to remain
consistent with practice and the unionized CUPE 905.02 APL Unit. To be
consistent with unionized staff, 1260 hours or 180 working days of sick time
may be banked, not six months of regularly scheduled time as previously
reported.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The non-union staff group is comprised of nine employees, and the employer
paid benefit improvements are incorporated into the current Library operating
budget. The updated vacation provisions reflect what has been negotiated for
recent management group hires, so the financial implications are also factored
into the current budget framework.



CONCLUSIONS

The recommended updates to this personnel policy reflect current Library
practices and will assist in providing the updated documentation for
implementing human resource services.

Assisted by: Maida Rae, HR Coordinator/EA

Bruce Gorman
Chief Executive Officer
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AURORA
LIBRARY Aurora Pubic Library
Personnel Provisions
NON-UNION and MANAGEMENT STAFF
General

Non-union personnel are entitled to but not limited by the rights and privileges
included in the Union Contract.

Sick Leave

As outlined in the Union Contract (1.5 days per month pro-rated based on a 35
hour full time work week). Sick time banks may accumulate up to 1260 hours or

180 working days—six{6)}-months-of regularly-scheduled-time: There is no pay

out for unused sick time upon termination.

Vacation

As outlined in the Union Contract unless negotiated otherwise in an individual
employment contract.

Vacation (Management Group Only)

One full year or more: 20 working days (4 weeks)
Four full years or more: 23 working days
Six full years or more 24 working days
Eight full years or more 25 working days (5 weeks)
Ten full years or more: 27 working days

Twelve full years or more 28 working days
Sixteen full years or more: 30 working days (6 weeks)

Extended Health Care and Dental Benefits

Library Non-union and Management staff are eligible for the same extended
health and dental benefits outlined in the CUPE 905.02 union contract.




Membership in Professional Associations / Organizations

Personal membership in professional associations is the choice and
responsibility of the employee. The employer will support this facet of
professional development through the granting of time to attend conferences and
workshops hosted by relevant professional organizations.

Organizational membership in a professional association may be appropriate in
some situations. Such memberships will be considered by the CEO/HR on a
case by case basis.

DLR: September 2022



Aurora
Town Square

Activities Since Last Update

e Softscape plantings installed within the north Library laneway, patio, reading garden, and west
edge elevation of the School addition.

e Refrigeration and plumbing lines installed for the skating loop/splash pad and a base layer of
sand has been rolled/compacted overtop.

e All amphitheatre seating and stairs installed and backfilled.

e The north parking stripped to sub-grade and a survey has been conducted to layout the future
infrastructure.

e Curtain wall installations are ongoing throughout the addition to the Church Street School.

e Interior partitions and stud walls continue to be installed, while acoustic drop ceiling assembly
framing has started to be hung at the basement level.

¢ Framing for the entrance vestibules is in place, and custom metal stairs are awaiting installation.

Activities For Next Period

e Continue curtain wall installations.
e Continue interior partition and stud wall installation, as well as acoustic drop ceiling assembly framing.

e Undertake a land survey to determine if the existing residential fence line at the north boundary of the
site is encroaching on Town property.

e 0Ongoing coordination of the structural support system for the Church Street School addition.

The latest construction schedule provided by Chandos is as follow:

e Libraryfagade and connecting spaces — October 2022
e Schoolhouse, Bridge and Outdoor Square — Spring 2023
e New Addition — Summer 2023



Figure 1 — Amphitheater seating poured and

stripped within the square.

Figure 4 — Pedestal and Paver system installed

within the Library's reading garden. Planters being
placed with soil.

nless

Figure 5 — West vestibule of the Library, stai
steel handrail at wall removed and to be replaced
as part of ongoing deficiency work.



Figure 6 — Pre-cast concrete panels installed Figure 7 — Formwork being placed adjacent the
throughout the NCC at ground level. NCC Maintenance Garage for cast-in-place
concrete steps.

Figure 8 - Fence section at north property Figure 9 - Performance hall w/ ongoing
line mech and elec rough-ins
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Dancing, author’s talk close the book on One Book One
Aurora

The program aims to leave a positive legacy and always keeps an eye on what books might
continue to unite the community through the written word, says Aurora library manager of
community collaboration

Brock Weir, Local Journalism Initiative reporter a day ago
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The York Chamber Ensemble and soloist Joyce Lai perform the Butterfly Lovers Concerto as
part of the One Book One Aurora at the Aurora Public Library. LJI photo

Listen to this article
00:04:43

Over the course of 2022, book lovers across Aurora have been enjoying Swimming Back to
Trout River, the debut novel of Linda Rui Feng.

The story follows five-year-old Junie in the wake of China’s Cultural Revolution.


https://www.vmcdn.ca/files/texttospeech/5959841-abad595c-0e4b-4f62-bce3-8e645aa71d3c.mp3
https://www.vmcdn.ca/files/texttospeech/5959841-abad595c-0e4b-4f62-bce3-8e645aa71d3c.mp3
https://www.vmcdn.ca/files/texttospeech/5959841-abad595c-0e4b-4f62-bce3-8e645aa71d3c.mp3
https://www.vmcdn.ca/files/texttospeech/5959841-abad595c-0e4b-4f62-bce3-8e645aa71d3c.mp3
https://www.newmarkettoday.ca/

Taking readers from the present, to the past, and back again, the evocative story has sparked a
community-wide dialogue, with events ranging from An Evening with Jan Wong, live
performances in the library’s Living Room space, writing and photography contests, writing
workshops and more.

Now, the program is set to culminate this month with further cultural performances and a virtual
event with the author herself.

“The Cultural Revolution is the backdrop to the novel and the fall programming [at the end of
September] was An Evening with Jan Wong, an award-winning journalist and bestselling author
speaking about her experiences in China and her work as a foreign correspondent with China in
the late '80s and early '90s,” says Reccia Mandelcorn, manager of community collaboration for
the Aurora Public Library, who also spearheads the One Book One Aurora (OBOA) campaign.

“It was fascinating to hear what it was like to witness the 1989 massacre at Tiananmen Square.
She was watching from the balcony and to hear her perspective on current political relations,
including the detention of the two Michaels...the audience was very well-informed and they
asked fabulous questions that really sparked an amazing conversation.”

Partnerships have been “essential” to the OBOA campaign, she said, and one such key
partnership was with the York Chamber Ensemble, which performed earlier this month at the
library with the orchestra and soloist Joyce Lai taking on the Butterfly Lovers Concerto.

“Our living room was packed and the audience was absolutely transformed by the magic of the
performance,” says Mandelcorn. “What | loved was seeing all the children, many of whom were
enjoying their first experience of classical music. There was one little boy who was underneath
the staircase dancing. Who would expect somebody would be dancing to a classical
performance?”

When you invite a community to go down a common literary path, perhaps the unexpected is
the only thing that can be expected as each reader will have different takeaways from what is on
the page.

“Going Back to Trout River offered rich opportunities for programming with its themes of politics,
immigration, family and music,” says Mandelcorn, adding that programming will continue
Saturday, Oct. 15, with The Art of Chinese Dance, performed by The Mellow Sisters & Tian Shu
Art Group, a non-profit art group that supports Chinese culture and promotes multiculturalism,
with this set of artists sharing cultural experience through both dance and vocals.

The 2022 One Book One Aurora campaign will conclude next Saturday, Oct. 22, with a virtual
guestion and answer session with Rui Feng over Zoom. The talk is set to begin at 2 p.m.

“Guests will meet the author and get a fascinating glimpse into the events that shaped this
powerful book,” says Mandelcorn. “Come online and meet Linda. She’s fascinating, she’s an
academic, storyteller, novelist, and to talk about the book... | know that many people are
anxious to meet her because they loved this book, but | think this will be an experience for
people who haven’t read the book, because they will leave with something positive.”

And, in the end, that’s what it is all about: leaving a positive legacy and always keeping an eye
on what books might continue to unite the community through the written word.



“The OBOA project is supported by the library but it is owned by the community and every year
we invite book clubs to sign on to receive copies of the book to discuss at their meetings and
what was really exciting this year is the number of book clubs has grown from a couple when we
first started to nine this year, and each has between five and 25 members. This is not including
the casual book clubs but registered book clubs that are reading. That was very exciting.

“This year’s selection, Going Back to Trout River, it offered rich opportunities for programming
with its themes of politics, immigration, family, music. If anyone has a great title in mind for next
year’s selection, | hope [the community] will contact me at rmandelcorn@aurorapl.ca. Authors
have to be in commuting distance to Aurora. We hope that we will be back to an in-person
format next year. The book needs to have themes we can draw upon to enlarge the reading
experience through programming and contests. I'm looking for ideas.”

For more information on this weekend'’s performances, to register for next Saturday’s book talk,
or take part in ongoing virtual programming, visit onebookoneaurora.com.

Brock Weir is a federally funded Local Journalism Initiative reporter at The Auroran
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PRE-CHRISTMAS

SALE

Decor ® Gifts ® Prints
Candles ® Furniture

Barrons

905-751-0533 | 14-40 Englehard Dr.
NW. corner of Industrial Pkwy S. www.barronshome.net

THE AURORAN

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

TheAuroran.com

Local celebrities took a spin around the floor for 2022's Dancing with the Easter Seals Stars Aurora-Newmarket. Pictured here outside of the Royal Venetian
Mansion ahead of the 1950s-themed event were (clockwise from front left) Artistica Ballroom Dance Studio instructor Kelly Stacey, contestants Christine
Seidman, Patricia Wallace, Viv Agresti, Kasie Colbeck, Artistica’s Patrick Derry, contestant Julien Laurion, Artistica’s Anastasia Trutneva, and contestants Joe
Bentolila and Wasim Jarrah. (Not pictured: contestant Jennifer McLachlan)

Dancing with the Easter Seals Stars
raises more than $100,000 for kids

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Community leaders from across
Aurora and Newmarket learned some
new grooves and busted a move as part of
Dancing with the Easter Seals Stars 2022
this month and, in the process, raised more
than $100,000 for children in need.

Held at the Royal Venetian Mansion,
and partnered with professionals from
Aurora’s Artisica  Ballroom  Dance
Studios, rug-cutters this year were coach

and advocate Viv Agretsi, Aurora Minor
Hockey’s Joe Bentolila, business owner
and TV host Kasie Colbeck, realtor and
business owner Wasim Jarrah, realtor Julien
Laurion, restaurateur Jennifer McLachlan,
Christine Seidman of Upper Canada Mall,
and Aurora Historical Society president
Patricia Wallace.

All received mstruction from and took
to the floor with Artistica co-owners
Patrick Derry, Kelly Stacey, and Anastasia
Trutneva.

This year’s event took on a 1950s theme
as dancers embraced the music and looks

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

of the 1978 John Travolta-Olivia Newton-
John musical, Grease, and began the event
with a group dance that included several
young Easter Seals ambassadors.

“We would like to thank Magna
International for sponsoring our opening
number, which this year had four of our
Easter Seals children participate, which
was phenomenal and started the night
off absolutely perfectly,” says Easter Seals’
Andrea Peterson. “I don’t think you could
have gotten any other feeling than seeing
the kids up there doing the hand-jive; the

Continued on page 20
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PICKERING COLLEGE

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22
10:00 A.M.

e

ONE BOOK ONE AURORA - The Aurora Public Library hosted the Mellow Sisters & Tian Shu Art Group with The Art of Chinese Dance. It
was the penultimate event in the One Book One Aurora program, which concludes this Saturday, October 22, with an author talk with Linda Rui Feng
who wrote this year’s selection, “Swimming Back to Trout River.” For more, visit onebookoneaurora.com.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Register
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

9AM-6PM

All our items are
made on-site using
only natural products!

ome gluten free options are
a ai/ag/e and simple,custom
orders are welcome.

R £ 14800 YONGE ST, 104
BAKE SHOP :9(5.503-6174

c.onk:d@mmbakeshop.ca | ig: mmbakeshop | fb: MM Bake Shop

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural convection,
the Valor Smart Fire is a highly efficient Fireplace without
a fan — providing reliable heat, even during a power failure.

Burn Clean Engineered Green

1324 Wellington St. W., King City

905-727-2392

1’0 os of Lighting ideas from
=" (<ucHTsPOT )
I AURORA’S #1.LIGHT[NG STORE

lumpshu;les
& we can arrange
for installation

0PEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM
SATURDAY 10AM-5PM CLOSED SUNDAY

15570 Yonge Strest Aurora | 9057277347 | www.thelightspot.ca
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Monica Stohr | @&
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g/
Direct: 416-618-1714 ; il
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SERVICE WITH PROFESSIONALISM

LENARD LIND, BROKER OF RECORD

905-841-0000

LENARD@LINDREALTY.CA

WWW.LINDREALTY.CA

t @ ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

AURORA’S
TOP SALES
PRODUCER

see *Based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offices

15105 YONGE STREET, SUITE 100, AURORA, ON L4G 1M3

3717 SF! 60FT LOT!

WOW! Have It All in Demand Southwest Aurora Steps
to Schools, Park & Nature! Renovated Former Model
Home on Quiet Child-safe in Demand Crescent!
Soaring 9Ft Ceilings! Updated Engineered Plank Floors
on Ist & 2nd Level! Chefs Gourmet Central-Island Kit!
Enticing Updated Ensuite & Main — Secondary Ensuite
Baths! Bright Prof Fin Open Concept Walk-out Lower
Level W/In/Law Potential!

Quality building loaded

with amenities steps to park.

$1,998,888

SIMPLY SENSATIONAL
2 BR 2 BATH SORRENTO CONDO

Simply Sensational 2 BR 2 Bath Sorrento Condo
Open concept. Soaring 9ft ceilings! Hardwood floors!
Polished porcelain! Gourmet kitchen with quality
stainless steel appliances! Spacious living-dinin
combination w/ custom fireplace and built-ins! Inviting
master bedroom with organized walk-in & enticing
ensuite! Big 2nd bedroom w/organized walk-in closet!

$1,119,888

WYCLIFFE GARDEN “GATES”
EXCLUSIVITY!

Wow! It’s a beauty! Just move in! Executive
condominium townhome “loaded” with extras and
upgradcs. Backing onto scenic ravine on quiet
court location. Shows to perfection! Soaring 9ft
ceilings! “Open Concept” floor plan! Hardwood
floors! Main floor laundry with garage access, solid
oak spiral staircase! Gourmet kitchen w/quartz

counter and quality appliances.
$1,198,888
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Programming now underway in first components
of Town Square project

the Town and a lot of the different municipal facilities,”
says Rose. “One of the stops next Friday will be the
Library and they will have a chance to go to the Library,
understand how to get a library card, how the library
works, but there is also a chance for our staff to have
them come in, sit down, and talk about some of the
resources and services and programs that are available to
them. They will go to places like Town Hall and the new
fire hall as well. That is another type of program we will
be able to host in the new space next week.

“There seems to be quite a bit of demand. We have
been taking a wait list from community groups so now
that we officially have occupancy, we will be able to go
back and reach out to them to find out what is a good
time to program their space. If there are community
groups or individuals looking for information on how to
rent these rooms then by all means reach out to the Town

Inspecting the newly opened Town Square spaces last week at the Aurora Public Library were Operations Manager Robin  Or myself directly.”
McDougall, Councillor-Elect Michael Thompson, Mayor-Elect Tom Mrakas, CAO Doug Nadorozny, and Town Square Project

Manager Phil Rose.

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Residents and visitors are now
able to get their first glimpses of
some of the new public spaces
created as part of the Aurora Town
Square redevelopment and, most
importantly, make use of them.

Last week, the first formal tours
of the newly-completed spaces at the
Aurora Public Library (APL) were
conducted and community groups
are already booking times to make
the most out of the new facilities.

Several new meeting rooms are
now ready for occupancy, along with
a new reading garden for library
patrons’ enjoyment, and a new Yonge
Street entrance to the building,
which offers improved accessibility
for visitors of all abilities.

“On  Tuesday we opened up
officially,” said Town Square Project
Manager Phil Rose. “Now we have
occupancy for all the new spaces
that are connected to the Library.
On the second floor, that means we
have two new programming rooms,
a board room and a reading garden.
Downstairs, we have renewed access
to the Magna and Lebovic Rooms and
the new facade and main entrance

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

way for the Aurora Public Library on
Yonge Street is now open and that
includes accessibility improvements —
specifically the installation of a new
elevator that provides access to the
first and second floor of the Library.

“On the second floor, there’s a new
corridor which connects the program
rooms and will eventually be the
connection to the bridge over to the
new addition at the Cultural Centre
and Museum. Looking forward, we
anticipate the bridge will be complete
by the spring as well as the outdoor
square.”

Since the first portions of the
project were opened, Rose says there
has been a steady demand. Staff
were able to get a feel for the rooms
with their own internal meetings.
Community groups such as the
PROBUS Club have booked spaces
and, beginning next month, the
spaces will be used for programming
from both the Aurora Cultural Centre
and the Town’s Parks & Recreation
Department.

This week, new members of the
community will be able to get a feel
for the space as well as the Library is
a stop-off on a Newcomer Bus Tour
on October 28.

“It’s an opportunity for newcomers
to the community to get a tour of

Luxury & Location

In Pertect Harmony

Project Manager Phil Rose can be reached at prose@aurora.ca.

| allegro

New Release Of Spectacular 52° And
One-Of-A-Kind Residences Now Available

)

At every turn, Allegro is the height of architectural and design
excellence in downtown Aurora’s most prestigious new home locale.

Superb craftsmanship and luxurious finishes include 4- and

5-bedrooms, soaring 10’ main floor ceilings, gourmet-inspired

kitchens with serveries, and optional private elevators.

Contact us today to arrange a

dedicated Model Home experience.
allegroaurora.com 905-503-6300

52’ & ONE-OF-A-KIND EXECUTIVE
HOMES FROM THE MID $2 MILLIONS

Sales Centre and Model Homes

36 Klees Crescent, Aurora, ON L4G 3W8
Monday-Wednesday: 12pm-6pm
Thursday & Friday: Closed

Saturday & Sunday: llam-5pm

THE HAUNT IS ON - The Diana family of 40 Carlyle Crescent are putting the finishing
touches on their popular Outdoor Halloween Haunt. Paul and Su have been transforming their
home based on a Stranger Things theme and Halloween revellers are invited to come by October
29, 30, and 31, from 6 — 9 p.m. for some thrills and chills. Free admission but donations to the
Aurora Food Pantry are encouraged.

geranium.com f Y O @ ? @ b r GERANIUM

Prices and specifications are subject to change without
P ! 9 From the ground up™

notice. Brokers protected. E.&O.E. September 2022.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

GARAGA' &8
EXPERTS [

Kelnpenfelt

VOTED #1 AGAIN,
23 YEARS IN A ROW!

/NS &
NEWMARKET SHOWROOM

569 STEVEN COURT (BAYVIEW/MULOCK)
. 905-895-1554
VOTED #1AGAIN, 23 YEARS IN A ROW

* YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE FOR QUALITY WINDOWS, DOORS & GARAGE DOORS FOR OVER 25 YEARS *

LOWEST PRICES
EVERY DAY

READERS’ / READERS’
CHOICE 2021 L CHOICE 2021

CLABAOND WIRNIR DIAMOND WINNER
-

Thuic @incen, ]

WWW.KEMPENFELTWINDOWS.COM

FREE ESTIMATES SO0 DOWN 100% FINANCING OAC
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PHOTO
One CONTEST
Baok [Aurorg WINNERS

Winning entries in the annual One Book One Aurora photo contest hosted by the Aurora
Public Library and The Auroran were announced virtually Saturday as the One Book One
Aurora program came to an end with a talk by author Linda Rui Feng. Photographers
were asked to submit photos depicting the power of music and shutterbugs didn’t
disappoint.

Winners in the Adult category were (Top Left) Brenda Snape, whose euphoric shot from
an Imagine Dragons concert took first place, while (Bottom Left) Greg King secured
second place with this image captured at Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons.

In the Youth category, top honours went to (Top Right) Assal Lekaa and (Bottom Right)
Calen Panhuyzen.

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all participants.

AUrora’s
" At Yourservice
DIRECTORY

FLOORING

E?FM_AX Quality Trim

eaning .

— Sorvices & Flooring TOP QUALITY
RELIABLE PROVIDERS QUARANTEED

Call fora  Our Services: OFFICE ® MEDICAL ® DAYCARE h 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE e AURORA RESIDENT

COMMERCIAL « JANITORIAL
zs#mim 647 333 3760 416-520-6252
2.19/ft

CREMATION Wholesale price PEST CONTROL

K ?

}‘( | 192.1/%0“ Dignified. GOT MICE?

C cremation” RS pospactyl,
Complete cremation service for $2,205.

This service is provided by Roadhouse & Rose Funeral Home

PECIA
ORING SPECIAL5>
o° Cq

Loarlknstructions-o™

(647) 907-7470

www.pearlknstructions.com

www.simplecremationaurora.com | 905.895.6631 1153 Canal Rd, Bradford ON

ELECTRICAL LANDSCAPE /GARDENING PROPANE
DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION _ PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

+ RESIDENTIAL

PEST / ERRO..

Servicing All of Your Pest Control Needs, Call:
647.200.2687.

i m1  Electrical Lights » Chandeliers .Co c o/ Garing Propane Inc. .
Jl”‘ ! ‘“F L.\ Ceiling Fans * Tracklights * Repairs SUNSET BEECH CIMATRGS KnitSwson -INI'\)’IL';’ISI?I'FI‘RI.:\?_L =1 %‘s’é"é&’iiy’?&? !

Tree Service INSTALLATIONS @ —

ISA Certified Arborist SERVICE - DELIVERY @

'REE CARLING PROPANE INC.
i '_ : Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca
SKYLIGHTS
Bucket Truck Service WE FIX SKYLIGHTS'

Cabling & Braci
s.mn':: unn::cvﬂn « Skylights replaced? = S
+ No mess in your home

Emergency Work — —
cA n E m:;:rm mn";mt « Leak-proof - Guaranteed! ﬁ?‘%
Year Round Service « Licensed & Insured BRIGHT
PRy e + 10 year Guarantee SKYLIGHTS
Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635 INC.

AV '4}; 4y, ,Cable Light « Clean Chandeliers, Etc.
T : Established 2001
: '-JCeII:416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

Pruning + Removals
Consulting + Bracing » EAB

647-989-3509
Your SPOt irbryant@gmail.com

NOT EVERYONE

needs your services all the time, but if you want fo be there when they do...advertise in Aurora’s
At Your Service Directory  Call 905-727-3300

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TA

‘ CHLORINE?
. OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN

SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:

e Chlorine

¢ Chloramines

* THMs

* Pesticides & Herbicides
» Taste & Odour

Water Depot’ UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!

Ext. 102

15483 Yonge St., Aurora

WATER At 178 BEST 905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com
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TOWN OF AURORA

BOARD

October 27, 2022

Council & Committee Meetings

What's Happening

Date Time Location Meeting

Week of October 24 No meetings

Week of October 31 No meetings Prasanind I

Tuesday, November 8 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council 7

Thursday, November 10 7 p.m. Video Conference Committee of Adjustment Healthy AURORA’S \"'

*General Committee, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via live
stream on the Town's YouTube channel.

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29
Featured Artist: Mary Morganelli - Windows to the World 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Sheppard's Bush (comer of Mary 5t. and Industry St.)
For the month of October, you are invited to visit the exhibition Windows to the World by artist Mary . _ . _ ern T .
Morganelli. The artist has compiled a selection of paintings that evoke the wonderful feelings you get when FA MI L T | i +'J|. FLS AH U H}i lJH it | Fﬁ.‘“ L S

traveling. Take pleasure in a little more travel in your life without having to go far. Explore a different country, nEP r Ty
GECORATED CABINS

taste new foods, try new experiences, and indulge in a little decadence. Enjoy touring this month’s Skylight - \
Gallery exhibit, available for in-person or online viewing opportunities. \ n per person 4

All work is for sale, please contact Shelley Ware at sware@aurora.ca if you are interested in purchasing a
piece. View this online gallery at aurora.ca/skylightgallery.

Shuttle bus

Fall 2022 Program Guide aurora.ca/hauntedforest

Registrations are open for Recreation and Aquatic #AuroraHauntedForest » 905
programs. To register online, go to aurora.ca/recguide
and view our online guide. Once you have selected the We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities,
program you wish to register for, simply click on the
code # and you will automatically be directed to our P
e-PLAY online registration system. You can also visit G GERANIUM [ RENT SOURCE AURORA
the A.F.L.C. or S.A.R.C. to pay in-person.

Prowdly sponsored by

Aurora Family Leisure Complex

Pylon signage pool leisure swimming

The Town of Aurora is upgrading and replacing Take in a leisurely swim at our AFLC Pool available . .

our facility entrance pylon signs. The photo above on Mondays and Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. Visit our Wate r- Sav in g T I pS
is the Yonge Street sign that is currently being Aquatics webpage for full details at aurora.ca/aquatics.

; - At Home
reconstructed. The new pylon signs will all have a At Home

uniform, modernized look with a digital board that
can display key events and messages to residents.

For more information on the pylon sign project,
please email avento@aurora.ca.

On Saturday, October 29, residents can place their
unwanted, gently used items to the curb marked
“Free” for others to take.

This initiative helps divert unwanted items out of

PLEASE DO NOT the landfill. All uncollected items should be removed
PLACE BASKETBALL from the curb after 5 p.m.

NETS ON THE ROAD

For more on our waste events, visit
aurora.ca/wasteevents.

Basketball nets lemember 1o Turn off the tap
cause obstruction ; while hing
of the roadway and \ you
delay emergency
and Town services
from conducting
regular operations

aurora.ca/waterleaks AURORA

o A Have you

lost your
pEt or ( } o o [ } o
found a

lost pet? ik
ST o . IMARKET P
. 'véozzv N

1-877-979-PAWS or
Presented by Healthy ™! Planet

animalservices{@aurora.ca
([
AURORA TOWN PARK

Effective Friday, October. 21, the Church Street 49 Wells Street

entrance, book drop & holds pick-up window at the DECEMBER 2 TO 4 AN

Aurora Public Library is temporarily closed due to DECEMBER 9 10O 11

Town construction. o 5p.m.t0 9:30 p.m .

(no admittance after 8:45 p.m.)

Construction update °

Entrance to the Library is via Yonge Street. There is
an elevator at the entrance for accessibility. NEW FESTIVE VENDORS EACH DAY

School Safety Reminders for Drivers Ml FIRE JUGGLING SHOWs, 7
. AT |
Materials can be returned after hours at the GO Please be aware of the followina ® b A et i L e T ®
“ledsE DE Gwdre U THE Tiowing - SPECIAL SURPRISES AND MORE! %
when dropping children off to schoo
) [ ([
* Mo stopping Zone means you cannot 4 For a list of daily features, please visit: :
stop your car of lnad/unload children & aurora.ca/christmasmarket A
in this area i
« School bus loading zone Is designated I 905-726-4762 | #AuroraChristmasMarket | @ ©
for buses onh; and is ifnftended to keep ° = P
busses away from traffic i
y AURORA
« All fire routes are to be kept clear for Sponsored by: -
firetrucks and ambulances ou

Qe [ GERANIUM I RENT SOURCE
APL's Book Sale is back! Come in for great reads at = Mo 'rktil'?glmne mesana o Caﬁfl L
rockbottom prices. There is something foreveryone! park in that area and wait for children
For more information, visit aurorapl.ca Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

P
AURORA

Aurora Town Hall Accessible Formats

100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1  905-727-3123 ext. 4212 f f—J 0
905-727-1375 « info@aurora.ca * aurora.ca accessibility@aurora.ca , O in g Yl]llTlle
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One Book One Aurora 2022 closes with grand
finale author talk

BY BROCK WEIR

EDITOR
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

In her debut novel, Swimming Back
to Trout River, author Linda Rui Feng
paints a vivid and intimate portrait of
the Chinese Cultural Revolution in prose
that provided a feast for the senses — and
inspired creativity.

The book, which was selected by the

Aurora Public Library as the basis of their
One Book One Aurora campaign, which
aims to start a community conversation
around a single novel, inspired myriad
activities for the whole family, from
spectacular dances illustrating Chinese
heritage, to photo contests asking readers
to capture the magic of music, and
writing workshops to get the creative
juices flowing:

All of these came together at the end

GRAND <) OPENING

Aurora Chamber of Commerce.
Right: Hailey Reiss and Mayor Mrakas

Above: Councillor Sandra Humiryes, Moyor Tom Mrakos, Hailey Reiss, MPP
Dawn Gallagher Murphy, Councillor Rachel Gilliland, and Sandra Ferri of the

Supportive Steps provides mental health services for people of all ages and abilities.
Appointments are flexible, including times, week days, evenings and weekends — online,
on the phone, or inperson. They employ a wide range of therapeutic methods suited for
a variety of problems and ages, from children to adults. Check them out: call 416-508-1780

or visit their website www.supportivesteps.ca.

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

_.;.5 J..}

An Exclusive Chr:stmas Experience!

Featuring The Sisters
'One-of-a-Kind'
— - =Hand-Painted Ornaments
Festive Accessories
~Gourmet Holiday Bakery
4 llluminated Decor
Christmas Linens
& 50 much more!

Store Hours: | 4yl
Thursdays: 10 AM - 7 PM. W
-~ Fridays: 10AM -7 PM<§
Saturdays: 10 AM - 6 PM 3§
Sundays: TTAM =4 PM ~ \{

Dec. 19 - 23: 10 AM - 7-PM
Sat. Dec. 24: 10 AM -3 PM

14155 Caledon King Tuwnline' S. * Bolton, ON
For more information CALL: 905-859-8077 - www.thesisterstoc.com

MARGUEE

theatrical productiore

A Fun Family
Musical

The Musical

Nov. 10-12, 17-19 at 7:30pm
Nov. 12, 13,19, 20 at 1pm

NewRoads Performing Arts Ctr - Newmarket

Tickets - https://marqueetp.com/tickets

Presenting sponsor

UPPER CANADA

of October as the Library hosted Linda
Rui Feng in a virtual conversation as the
grand finale of One Book One Aurora
2022.

“In 1981, five-year-old Junie, born
without legs, is sent to live with her
grandparents in a small village called
Trout River,” the Library describes the
book. “Her father, Momo, has left China
for America to seek a better future, with
her mother, Cassia, due to follow. The
novel traces the adults’ attempts to seek
reconciliation within themselves and with
each other. Feng moves fluidly back and
forth through time, vividly portraying
the experience of living in China during
Mao’s rule as well as the pressures of
being a new immigrant.

“The interweaving of character and
setting, past and present are told from
multiple points of view—with just the
right amount of historical reference so
that the reader gets a glimpse into the
social environment during and after
China’s Cultural Revolution.”

Hosted by Reccia Mandelcorn, the
Library’s Manager of Community
Collaboration, the author talk was a
chance to hear from the writer herself
and for readers to pose questions of their
OWn.

One such reader asked the author to
elaborate on her approach to creating
such a vivid world on paper.

“You have a symphony of sense in your
writing,” the reader said. “We can hear,
see, smell, feel, and touch the elements in
your narrative and it really brings it to life.
Was this a deliberate writing process, or is
this how you experience the world?”

Linda Rui Feng responded that
everyone sees the world in different ways
—including herself.

“But most of it is because it comes with
envy of other people with different jobs,”
she joked. “As a writer; I mostly sit in front
of the computer or with a piece of paper,
something, and I mostly live in my head.
I spend a lot of time in my head. I am
tremendously envious of people who
create out in the world, engaged with
the senses. I am envious of dancers who
speak so powerfully through their gestures
and their bodies, or chefs who tell us
where they come from and the stories of

their childhood with their meals and the

flavours they create.

“I spend a lot of time wishing that
I had those jobs and that kind of envy
seeps into my writing because I do care
about how our senses take us back to the
past and how we understand our world
through hearing with music but also smell.
One not terribly significant scene involves
a dead whale and the putrid smell that
comes with that. When I wrote it, [ hadn’t
thought too much about scent and smell
but since that draft of the novel came out
on the page, I have started to think more
about the history of smell and scent and
the importance of all of that in our lives.”

Describing herself as a “slow writer”,
Rui Feng shared she 1s hard at work on
her next book. To some degree it focuses
again on the immigrant experience but
through the eyes of younger characters:
millennials, in a story partially set in San
Francisco.

“I continue to find fascination in music
and other arts; it seeps in and drives
what I do next,” she said. “It is still very
much in the early stages. The things I say
are amorphous as they are on the page,
but I am interested in intergenerational
relationship between three millennials
and a woman who was their caretaker
and kind of a younger generation trying
to understand an older woman with a
very different life history. I am still thinking
about  understanding  immigration,
understanding  when life
changes in the middle, in a very drastic
way. I am interested in looking at younger
people’s perspectives on it. I am still
thinking about the how, who and why of’
this picture.

“I wanted to convey [in Swimming
Back to Trout River] ...a universal
connection with readers, whether they
speak Chinese or not. The ideal scenario
is when someone is from a very different
linguistic, or cultural background and
find echoes of their childhood, their life,
their parents, their friends, their children
in this book. That is always my dream.
If they have similar experiences as the
characters in the novel, I hope they will
use it to reflect on their experiences,
whether they are happy or painful, and
find some solace.”

someone’s

For more, visit onebookoneaurora.com.

leading Northridge are Fred and Carolyn Reid.

FOND FAREWELL - Lori Hoyes, President of the Aurora Legion, embraces Major Brian
Bishop of the Salvation Army’s Northridge Community Church last month after Brian and Glenda
Bishop passed the pastoral baton after more than 21 years serving the community. As padre of
the Aurora Legion, Bishop was a familiar face at the community’s Remembrance services. Now

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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TOWN OF AURORA

BOARD

November 10, 2022

Council & Committee Meetings

What's Happening

Date Time Location Meeting

Tuesday, November 8 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council

Thursday, November 10 7 p.m. Video Conference Committee of Adjustment AURORA’S 2022

Tuesday, November 15 7 p-m. Council Chambers Council Inaugural

Wednesday, November 16 7 p.m. Video Conference Aurora Cultural Centre Board 6A H TA

Wednesday, November 16 7 p.m. Video Conference Aurora Public Library Board u N DE B STH B8
Week of November 21 No meetings

Week of November 28 No meetings Y HE BE & .

*General Committee, Public Planning and Council meetings are available to the public in-person and via live
stream on the Town's YouTube channel.

Online Skylight Gallery Exhibition

Featured Artist: Aurora’s Royal Canadian Legion, Col. Fred Tilston VC Branch 385

Remembrance Day Exhibit Travelling south on Yonge Street from

- : . Orchard Heights Boulevard to Murray Drive.
For the month of November, you are invited to see how students in our community have reflected on

Remembrance Day. The exhibition will showcase a variety of student artwork which revolve around the - Please.enjoy the parade only from
theme: “What Remembrance Day Means To Me”. We often see poppies pinned on our hearts to honour ; the sidewalk, not on the road.

. e . . . = : ]
those that have given their lives to this couptry. TaI§e a moment of reflection to view works'of art th'at not >~ Enjoy marching bands, decorated floats and
only represent poppies and other symbols in meaningful ways, but also convey deep emotion, sacrifice pe

Santa. Explore the local eateries and retail

and bravery. Enjoy touring this month’s Skylight Gallery exhibit, available for in-person or online viewin
i g A U : g shops along the route.

opportunities.

All work is for sale, please contact Shelley Ware at sware@aurora.ca if you are interested in purchasing a
piece. View this online gallery at aurora.ca/skylightgallery.

aurora.ca/santaparade

905-726-4762 | #AuroraSantaParade
e

e
ices AURORA

cam Quids

Community Serv

Fali 20312 Frag

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

sad A\
IR 40
E R
Registrations are open for o o o o o
Recreation and Aguatlc . T o AURORA’S
programs. To register online, h b e °
go to aurora.ca/recguide el > °
it A S Ll R ey and view our online guide. o £ Y
P ik o 3 . e =" F - °
. Once you have selected the program you wish to e fills
Pylon signage register for, simply click on the code # and you will ifie e ‘ M ARKET w .
The Town of Aurora is upgrading and replacing automatically be directed to our e-PLAY online . P | .
our fac|||ty entrance py|on Signs_ The photo above reg|strat|0n SyStem. You can aISO visit the A.FL.C. . 'VV ‘ L
is the Yonge Street sign that is currently being or S.A.R.C. to pay in-person. ;
reconstructed. The new pylon signs will all have a Presented by Healthy @ Planet
uniform, modernized look with a digital board that o AURORA TOWN PARK ®
can display key events and messages to residents. . .
For mo:)e izfor}rlnation on the ponngsign project Aurora Famlly Leisure Complex ik gt
please email avento@aurora.ca. pool leisure Swimming ECEMBER 2 1O 4 AND
Take in a leisurely swim at our AFLC Pool available DECEMBER 9 1O 11
on Mondays and Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. Visit our o E Sl g ha L o
Aquatics webpage for full details at aurora.ca/aquatics. (no adFr)ﬁitténce i et 8%15 r;.m-)
TOYS FOR NEW FESTIVE VENDORS EACH DAY £
. Y FIRE JUGGLING SHOWS, o
giescho:lAdrop-la at thet . : ° e ENTERTAINMENT, AND SANTA! 1% °
ron ror reation mpiex
e onach Aurora Kecreation Lompfe SPECIAL SURPRISES AND MORE! ~%"
g N
J’l -ﬁ& Have fun with your preschooler (newborn to 5 years) o ®
e , ' during one of our Saturday drop-in times. Visit our j For a list of daily features, please visit: 4
s ' e Preschool webpage for full details at % aurora.ca/christmasmarket %
S T ' ] aurora.ca/preschool. ]
= 905-726-4762 | #AuroraChristmasMarket | @ ©
Y S [
Town of Aurora special events AURORA
The Town of Aurora has many fun and exciting special Ul]
events happening this season. Check out a list of Sponsored by: U0 E GERANIUM B RENT SOURCE

upcoming special events at aurora.ca/specialevents.

Aurora has once again partnered with York Regional Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Police for their annual Toys for Tickets campaign.

School Safety Reminders for Drivers

This year you can pay your municipal parking ticket at
Town Hall (100 John West Way) with a toy, gift card or
food donation of equal or greater value to the penalty

on your parking ticket. This option will be valid for any Please be aware of the following

parking ticket issued from November 22 to December 16. when dropping children off to school w I N T E R

All toys, gift cards and food donations will be collected
+ No stopping zone means you cannot PA R KI N G

for the York Regional Police Holiday Heroes campaign.
For more information, visit aurora.ca/parking. stop your car or load/unload children

BYLAW IN
+ School bus loading zone is designated

for buses only and is intended to keep E F F EC T

buses away from traffic

« All fire routes are to be kept clear
for firetrucks and ambulances N
- ovember 15
- : Zto April 15
Construction update P
Let's work together
Effective Friday, October. 21, the Church Street to keep our children safe.
entrance, book drop & holds pick-up window at the \a stre arki 4
Aurora Public Library is temporarily closed due to L}g F‘fFIr ._:Ijtldpgra Ipﬁg from
Town construction. = =
Entrance to the Library is via Yonge Street. There is i,
an elevator at the entrance for accessibility. /}{k
Materials can be returned after hours at the GO AUIL()RA aurora.ca/winterparking
Station.

Aurora Town Hall Accessible Formats

100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1  905-727-3123 ext. 4212 f ﬂ .
905-727-1375 « info@aurora.ca * aurora.ca accessibility@aurora.ca , O in g Yl]llTlle
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